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DIARY OF EVENTS 
 
 
APIARY MEETINGS   Please note all Saturday meetings now open at 1:30pm for a 
prompt 1:50pm start.  Evening meetings are unchanged at 6:30pm. 
 
 
Saturday 1st June - Apiary meeting 
 
Thursday 6th - Saturday 8th June - South of England Show, Ardingly 
 
Wednesday 12th June - Apiary evening meeting 
 
Saturday 22nd June - Apiary meeting 
 
Wednesday 3rd July - Apiary evening meeting 
 
 
To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members to 
share vehicles if possible when attending meetings. 
  

 
 
01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 
01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 
01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 
01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 
01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 
01403 752493 grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  
www.wgbka.org.uk 

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

MIDSUMMER EDITION! 



 

Philip Lancashire  
As we all know, Roger has been a beekeeper for many years, in fact he 
started beekeeping the year I was born (so those who have enough fin-
gers to count, will be able to work out how old I am). 
 
The four video clips below take you through a beekeeping year in Brit-
ain, pre Second World War.  First prize to the per-
son who can spot Roger in the background as a 
small boy!  Second prize to the person who can list 
the ‘what not to do’ when compared with our bee-
keeping methods today! 
 
Beekeeping appears to have been a very relaxed af-
fair in those days.  I think the clips are fascinating, 
and I can picture my grandfather doing exactly the 
same things in the 1930s; he used his pipe as a smoker, but as a gamekeeper I doubt he owned a 
bowler hat! 
 
As an early ‘special birthday present’ I have recently been given a WBC hive supplied by E H 
Taylor of Welwyn (now E H Thornes), made between 1920 and the Second World War.  I was 
searching the internet in an attempt to find an E H Taylor catalogue of that era (without success) 
and came across these video clips.  They may prove an interesting topic of conversation during tea 
at the next apiary meeting,  I hope you enjoy watching them. 
 
Caroline 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=902k2HzCO4E&feature=player_detailpage 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cn6gx-aiOX0&feature=player_detailpage 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=yNoKBFzvEig 
 

 

This year’s South of England Show will take place at the Ardingly Showground, Haywards Heath 
between Thursday 6th and Saturday 8th June.  The Bees and Honey tent is always popular with 
visitors and a number of West Sussex members will be stewarding throughout the event. 
For full details visit the event’s website at www.seas.org.uk/summer-show/  



 

I am sitting at one of the computers and a message has just come in from acting newsletter editor 
Graham, asking for contributions for the June newsletter.  The beekeeping activity so far this year 
has been way down on previous years, so what can I write about?  I don’t like doom and gloom, 
but in the hope we have got as low as we can perhaps the future will be a bit more positive. 
 
I doubt if I have ever got as far as May 20th without hearing about a swarm, but why is that?  Sim-
ple really – there aren’t many colonies left and very few strong enough to swarm anyway.  Having 
said that I can’t stop long because I have a colony down the garden that had eggs in queen cells 4 
days ago!  I don’t think it will swarm today anyway, because it is too cold for me to get down to 
shirtsleeves.  The queen is clipped and the forecast much better for tomorrow. 
 
There are many beekeepers who have recently lost bees and it is right across the board.  Even the 
“clever” ones who do everything “right” themselves and accuse the rest of us of being bad bee-
keepers because we don’t do it their way have had heavy losses, although we don’t hear it from 
them, just their neighbours.  Perhaps some of the “best practice” isn’t “best” after all.   
 
I have had a bit of a chest problem for a few weeks and haven’t felt like doing much, so I have 
taken the opportunity to do a lot of work on Dave Cushman’s website.  I have done quite a bit of 
tidying up Dave’s pages and added quite a lot on practical beekeeping.  I have added a page on 
how bees would have lived “naturally”.  I have had to base it on what I know about natural nests 
and before varroa.  In only about 20 years we have gone from a situation where the same colony 
would live for many years in the same nest, to them dying out within a short time.  Much of what I 
have written is conjecture, but I think fairly accurate.  There is very little written down and few of 
us left who have taken many wild colonies out of trees pre-varroa. 
 
In writing and thinking about it I find that much of what we do is working against bees.  We often 
try to remedy problems that are caused by us in the first place.  Have a look and see what you 
think http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/natbeenest.html. 
 
There is a huge amount of apple blossom this year, but will it get pollinated?  Even on the warm 
days I see a few bumble bees, but very few honey bees.  What will the apple crop be like this year? 
I have just come back from giving a lecture and demonstration in Somerset.  I took Nell for a walk 
and on passing through a large cider orchard I spotted one box of “Tripol” bumble bees.  These 
have three nests in them and considering they were huge mature trees they aren’t going to be much 
use, but I didn’t see one honey bee. 
 
In the last couple of weeks I have received emails from ladies whose husbands wanted to keep a 
colony of bees, not to take the honey, or presumably to look after them, but to “help” them be-
cause they are in trouble.  One came through the WG website.  I have no idea what has triggered 
these off, but I can only assume it is some article or programme.  How they think they can help I 
have no idea, but there seems to be no desire to try to understand bees. 
 
 



This month I have finally reached 50 years in beekeeping.  There have been many changes and I 
have written about some of them for BBKA News, although of course I have left a lot out - not 
because I have forgotten, simply that I can’t remember.  
 
I discovered a colony in a WBC on the next farm that was completely overgrown with brambles 
and bushes.  It must have been untouched for at least 10 years.  I enquired about it and bought it 
along with two empty hives that were stored in a barn.  The price?  £3 the lot!  
I keep telling you that beekeeping is fun! 
 
 
Roger  

 
 

Elroy the Super Bee Dog can find American Foulbrood.  
Or so Queensland  Department of Agriculture , Fisheries 
and Forestry  in Australia claims.  Elroy has been 
trained to use his acute sense of smell to sniff out AFB. 
 
Elroy’s success rate is almost 100% when not using his 
suit, but this falls to 75% when he is working in his spe-
cially designed bee suit. 
 
 
 

 
Research is also being done in the USA 
to use dogs to detect brood disease. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Thanks to Jo Laws for this article.   Maybe we’ve found a role for Dillon and Nell! 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping 
experiences you would like to share, please send articles and photographs to me no 
later than the 20th of the preceding month.  Many thanks.  Graham 



 

 

The following supplies will be for sale at apiary meetings (subject to stock).  As meetings can be 
hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on stone.house@btinternet.com so that they can be 
ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you must be prepared to wait until there is a convenient 
time to collate your goods, which may not be until the end of the meeting, or not until the next 
meeting! 
 
All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at March 2013 for cur-
rent stocks.  We reserve the right to vary prices if there are changes from suppliers.. 
 
Frames  (unassembled) 
DN1  BS Brood, for National and WBC brood chambers …………      60p 
SN1  BS Shallow, for National and WBC supers …………………......      60p 
 
Frame nails, small bag (approx 80 grams) .…………….………..….      £1.00 
                 full box (500 grams) ….....………………........      £5.00 
 
Foundation for the above 
Un-wired  Shallow (for cut comb) …………………………..……...      40p 
 
Wired Shallow, please specify worker cell or drone cell …… ………..     50p 
 
Wired Brood ………………………………………………………..          80p 
(some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 
 
Spacers 
Narrow plastic ends for spacing frames ……………………………..      10p (20p/pair) 
Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot (for National hives) …    £2.00/pair 
 
Varroa Treatments 
MAQS, per 2 strips (treats one colony)                                                    £5.50 
Apiguard, per single sachet (two required for full treatment of a colony)      
ApilifeVar, per single sachet (two required to treat a full colony).   
Note:- ApilifeVar is not suitable for use in polystyrene hives. 
2013 prices for Apiguard & Apilife Var to be confirmed. 
 
Sundries 
Syringes, plastic, 50-60ml capacity for application of oxalic acid etc.   £1.25  
Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made, good sharp end ……………      £8.50 
Hive strap, orange webbing, 3 metres ……………………………….   £4.00 
‘Basic Beekeeping’ booklet by Roger Patterson, 2010 edition ...…   .   £5.00 
Smoker, stainless steel with guard ………………………………… .  £15.00 
 
Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque. 
Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division. 


